
 

PASSOVER SANDWICH 
*Inside the Bread of the Passover Sandwich 
you have the: 
 Hostility of the religious leaders 
 The  Tenderness and extravagant love and 

loyalty of one of the least of his followers. 
 The Treachery of one of Jesus’ leading 

disciples (Judas was the money man) 
 

SANHEDRIN BLACK OPS 
*The Religious leaders have now come to the 
climax of plotting to kill Jesus.  Mark 3:6, 
11:18, 12:2 

*The Feast of Unleavened Bread lasted for 
seven days.  Exodus 12:15-20, 34:18,     
Numbers 28:17.    

*Huge Crowd at Passover.  Josephus says 
there were 3,000,000 people (slight exaggera-
tion?)  Jeremias’s says 180,000 lambs based 
on time it would take and space available in 
the temple area. 

*The religious leaders were trying to find a 
‘sly’ way to take down Jesus but based on his 
popularity and the crowds that would be to 
dangerous of a political action.  

* Hatred moves behind the scenes, does not 
come out into the open if it can help it. 

  

UNKNOWN TENDERNESS 
*As a rule is was a breach of etiquette for a 
Jewish male fellowship to be interrupted by 
woman unless they were serving food.  But 
Jesus didn’t hold to the same rules.   

*The unknown woman breaks a jar of expensive oil, a year’s wage or the ability to 
feed five thousand people.  Her act is the last act of love given to Jesus. 

*Why break the jar?  Why not save it and reuse it or sell it?  Once broken there was 
no turning back . . . All of it had to be used. 

*Why she decides to do this is not clear.  Anointing happen during feasts, anointing 
happened to install a king – like putting on a crown.  But here is the irony – A wom-
an, not a priest, anoints Jesus in the home of a leper in front of angry disciples who 
still don’t get it.  She just didn’t anoint—she drenched Jesus.  

Mark 14:1-11 (NIV)  
(1) Now the Passover and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread were only two days 
away, and the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law were looking for 
some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill 
him. (2) "But not during the Feast," 
they said, "or the people may riot." (3) 
While he was in Bethany, reclining at 
the table in the home of a man known 
as Simon the Leper, a woman came 
with an alabaster jar of very expensive 
perfume, made of pure nard. She broke 
the jar and poured the perfume on his 
head. (4) Some of those present were 
saying indignantly to one another, 
"Why this waste of perfume? (5) It 
could have been sold for more than a 
year's wages and the money given to 
the poor." And they rebuked her harsh-
ly. (6) "Leave her alone," said Jesus. 
"Why are you bothering her? She has 
done a beautiful thing to me. (7) The 
poor you will always have with you, 
and you can help them any time you 
want. But you will not always have me. 
(8) She did what she could. She poured 
perfume on my body beforehand to 
prepare for my burial. (9) I tell you the 
truth, wherever the gospel is preached 
throughout the world, what she has 
done will also be told, in memory of 
her." (10) Then Judas Iscariot, one of 
the Twelve, went to the chief priests to 
betray Jesus to them. (11) They were 
delighted to hear this and promised to 
give him money. So he watched for an 
opportunity to hand him over.  
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*Is she the only one of Jesus followers 
that has been listening, knowing full 
what all his actions have been pointing 
to? 

 

DISCIPLES REACTION 
*Caring for the poor was central theme to 
a Jew especially during the Holy days.  
Esther 9:22 

*Strong indignation over an offensive act 
or attitude.  Some have translated it that 
they ‘turned there anger on her.”  That 
the ‘growled’ at her.  They were 
‘intimidating’ to her.  Openly hostile to 
her.  

*Wasteful and Irresponsible ?  There are 
always people who try to place a mone-
tary value on things. They seem to know 
the price of everything, but the value of 
nothing.  

 

JESUS REBUKE 
*Giving to the poor was not an optional 
thing to do . . it was expected                 
– Deuteronomy 15:1-11. 

* *The good can become the enemy of the best.   
*”She did what she could” 
*She had spiritual discernment that the apostles lacked.  In the shadow of great suf-
fering there was one who understood. 

 

JUDAS’ TREACHERY 
*Mark gives no clear motive for his betrayal.  This lack of motive has significant 
implications.  If Judas, on of the 12, could, without any discernible reason, become 
the one who betrayed his Master, then every disciple is potentially another Judas.  

 

 TAKE AWAY 
*Why is this story so important that it will be 
told wherever the gospel message goes?  It 
was a mini picture of the gospel: 
Motivated by Love 
Great Sacrifice—Extravagant 
Broken and Emptied 
Love doesn’t care what other people think 
Beautiful—loving deed becomes a fragrance 
for the world to enjoy forever 

*God wastes nothing.  One can never be fully 
aware of one’s own significance or role in the 
Kingdom of God.  She had no idea of the worldwide impact of her action.  Nor did 
the religious leaders, Judas or Pontius Pilate.  It is a mistake for us to think that our 
sacrificial devotion is wasteful or insignificant.  Who knows how God will use it? 

*God loves extravagant expressions of love. 
*Take your opportunities when you get them. 

Women are mention 22 times in Mark, 15 of 
those appear in unusually positive contexts.  
The value and dignity of woman is lifted up 
by Jesus.  He healed them, Mark 1:30-31, 
5:25-34, 5:23, 41-42, 7:25.  They were mod-
els of discipleship, Mark 1:30-31, 15:40, 47, 
16:1.  They play prominent roles, even 
preeminent roles, receiving the highest 
praise that Jesus gives in the Gospel.  On 
two occasions women appear in the heart of 
the sandwich technique as the ideal of faith 
and devotion, Mark 5:21-43, 14:1-11.  The 
woman with the hemorrhage is a model of 
for Jairus, Mark 5:25-34; and the Syrophoe-
nician woman is a model of faith for all 
‘outsiders’, Mark 7:25.  The widow in the 
temple is praised for giving more than any-
one else, Mark 12:42.  The anointing at 
Bethany is so exemplary that the proclama-
tion of the gospel in the world is a com-
memoration of her act, Mark 14:9.   
Edwards Commentary pg. 417 

The world does not have a problem with ‘religion’ or 
‘commitment’ in moderation.  It has no problem with 
too much wealth, power, sex or influence, but it has a 
problem with too much religion, too much devotion, 
too much love, too much compassion.   

There are things that 
you might be com-
pelled to do . . . that 
you just know down 
deep in your heart 
you must do, not ful-
ly knowing why, not 
knowing what will be 
unlocked, what truth 
might be revealed, 
what impact it may 
have.  



 


