New Year with the New Testament 
Horizon U – New Testament Survey 
Week 3 - Paul
· Who was Paul?

· Saul of Tarsus 

· Southeast end of modern Turkey
· “Killer of Christians”

· 300 Years the Church was relatively safe from persecution

· Apostle
· “Authority to speak on behalf of Jesus”

· The Twelve Apostles

· Paul & Barnabas

· Maybe Silas and Timothy

· Joint authors of Thessalonians

· “False Apostles”

· Pharisee

· Philippians 3:5

· Roman Citizen

· Acts 22:27

· Father was Jewish

· “Free City” Birth

· Father purchased/(earned through military service) citizenship 

· Perhaps he was a Herodian

· Missionary

· 3 Missionary Journeys

· New Testament Author

· 13 Books of the NT (14 if you give him Hebrews)

· Book Recommendation: Paul a Novel by Walter Wangerin

· Paul’s Writings
· Atypical in length

· Organized by Size and Audience

· Letters to Churches first

· Letters to Individuals second

· With the exception of Hebrews… no mystery here… yet.

· “Epistles”

· Greeting

· Main Body

· Ethical Instruction (Jewish Signature)

· See Daniel 4 for Nebuchadnezzar’s Epistle

· Farewell

· Used an Amanuenses 
· Romans 16:22 vs 1 Cor 16:21

· Style Change

· Broken Sentences 

· All of Paul’s Writings are Situational

· Victor Hugo’s “?” 1862 les miserables
· Specific Audience, Specific Issues and Struggles, Specific Advice
· “Before I attempt to apply them to my situation, I want to know more about the situations in which they originated.”
· Better have a darn good reason for making an exception for one letter and not another.

· 1 Tim 2:9 vs 1 Tim 3:2

· The Theology of Paul Needs to be taken as a whole.

· Handout: Paul on Women

· Paul’s Letters Chronologically (Handout)
· Early Letters
· Gal

· 1 Thess

· 2 Thess

· Major Letters

· 1 Cor

· 2 Cor

· Rom

· (Keep in Mind – These Early Letters he had to write while travelling and planting churches)
· Prison Letters

· Phile

· Col

· Eph

· Phili

· Pastoral Letters

· 1 Tim

· 2 Tim

· The Early Letters

· Galatians
· Audience: Church in Galatia

· Purpose: Advice for dealing with Judaizers

· Highlights:

· Has been called “Paul’s Gospel”

· Paul rebukes Peter (And peter repents)

· 3 Sections

· 1:11-2:21 Paul argues for “His Gospel” by using “His Testimony”

· 3:1-5:12 Paul argues for “His Gospel” by using “Theology”

· 5:13-6:10 Paul gives a warning for those who follow “His Gospel” to not consider it a license to sin.

· Key Verse: Gal 2:16
· I and II Thessalonians 
· Audience: Church in Thessalonica

· Purpose: Clarify Eschatology

· Highlights:

· Rapture Verses (I Thess)
· What about the dead?

· Antichrist Verses (II Thess)

· Some (a minority) of scholars think II Thessalonians was actually written 1st.
· 3 Sections

· 1:11-2:21 Paul argues for “His Gospel” by using “His Testimony”

· 3:1-5:12 Paul argues for “His Gospel” by using “Theology”

· 5:13-6:10 Paul gives a warning for those who follow “His Gospel” to not consider it a license to sin.

· Key Verses: 1 Thess 4:16 & II Thess 2:4
· I Corinthians
· Audience: Church in Corinth

· Wild coastal city, close to Athens 

· Purpose: 

· I Cor: To respond to Chloe (1:1) and to their letter (7:1)
· Highlights:

· A lost 1st letter (1 Cor 5:9)
· Larger Letter - 16 Chapters 

· 1 Cor 10 

· Paul’s assessment of Corinth

· Paul’s Grievances 

· 1 Cor 5 

· A specific case of immorality with stepmom
· Struggle for Unity (House of Chloe foresaw great division) (ch1-4)
· Paul vs Apollo vs Cephas

· Struggles with Sexuality and Marriage (ch 6-7)
· Spiritual Gifts and Speaking in Tongues (ch 11, 12-14)
· Abuse of the Lords Supper (ch 11)

· Key Verse: 1 Cor 6:19-20 (NIV), “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.”
· Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, so you shouldn’t:

· Get a tattoo

· Smoke tobacco

· Eat that diet

· Drink alcohol

· II Corinthians 

· Audience: Church in Corinth

· Purpose: Paul is responding to a report from Titus.
· Highlights:

· Another lost letter (2 Cor 2:4, 7:8)
· (Handout) The Missing Letters
· The Great Offender (2 Cor 2:5-11)
· Matthew Henry: It was the incestuous man

· Gundry: It was a rising leader like Apollo or Cephas

· “2 Cor allows us a glimpse into Paul’s inner feelings about himself, his ministry and his relation to the churches he founded.”  - Gundry
· Overview:

· Ch 1-7 – Thanksgiving and Reflections, Relief and Joy

· Ch 8-9 – Instructions regarding a special offering

· Ch 10-13 – Defense of his Apostolic Authority 

· Some have said this change of tone is because these chapters were actually the 2nd lost letter of “sorrow”

· Gundry – “No, Paul is speaking to the minority.” 

· Key Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV), "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!"
· Romans
· Audience: Churches in Rome

· But who planted these churches?
· Not Paul

· “Almost certainly not Peter”

· Pentecost Believers - Gundry

· Non-Apostolic Jews – Greg MaGee

· Was the congregation Jewish or Gentile

· “Predominantly Gentile composition” – Gundry

· Why quote the OT?  Why use Abraham as an example?

· May reflect Paul’s own Jewish background
· Paul’s debates with Judaizers precedes him

· Paul’s desire for an inclusive church
· Purpose: To prepare believers living in Rome for his 1st visit to Rome.
· Additionally: He wanted to pave the way for an offering for a 4th missionary trip to Spain. 
· Highlights:

· “The most systematic treatment of the doctrine of, ‘Justification by grace through faith in Jesus.’” – Gundry
· Romans is more formal than any of Paul’s other letters.
· Paul only knew a small handful of Christians in Rome.

· The Romans Road (Handout)

· Key Verse: Romans 4:5, “However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness.”
· “Credited” doesn’t mean that faith MAKES people righteous.

· “Credited” doesn’t mean that faith IS righteousness.

· “Credited” means that God COUNTS our faith as righteousness, even though it is not.
· Paul’s Imprisonment

· Paul was imprisoned at least twice (that we know of).

· 1st in Caesarea under the governorship of Felix and Festus (Acts 23:23-26:32)

· 2nd (and maybe 4th) while in Rome while awaiting trial before Caesar (Acts 28:30-31)

· Possible 3rd imprisonment in Ephesus during one of Paul’s “extended” stays.

· Also, Paul mentions, “frequent” imprisonments in 2 Cor 11:23

· Overnight stays in jail as in Philippi (Acts 16:19-40)

· Most likely Paul wrote: Eph, Phili, Col, and Phile while imprisoned in Rome.

· Colossians

· An exercise in Situational Pauline Theology 

· Read Colossians 2:8
· What is Paul warning against?  What are all the possibilities you can think of?

· “You know what philosophers are? They’re doodlers with words instead of pencils. They just make a whole lot of verbal squiggles. Colossians 2:8 says this: ‘Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy.”- John MacArthur 
· Audience: Church in Colossae

· About Colossae
· “You have never seen my face” – Paul did not found or visit this church prior to authoring this letter.

· Known historically as the birthplace of a gnostic angel cult.

· Supposedly “Michael” the archangel caused a spring of water to come from a fissure in the earth and he was worshiped.

· Most likely founded by Epaphras (1:6-7).

· Epaphras was converted by Paul in Ephesus

· Known for his prayer life

· Founded church in Colossae and perhaps other sin Laodicea and Hierapolis

· Then Epaphras visits Paul in prison and seeks counsel regarding heresy.

· Purpose: Teach Christology that combats a particular brand of heresy on the rise in Colossae.  “Christ is the head of the church.”
· Colossians/Ephesians pairing.

· Highlights:

· Christology 

· 1:13-14, “In Christ we have redemption and forgiveness of sins.”

· 1:15, “The firstborn of all creation.” (Handout)
· 1:17 Jesus preexistence “He is before all things”
· More Christology

· Union with Christ in death, resurrection and exaltation (3:1-4)

· Application of resurrection with Christ to righteous actions (3:12-4:6)

· Reconsider 2:8
· Warning against philosophy or “Stop worshiping angels.” 

· Ephesians

· Audience: Eph 1:1 “To God’s holy people in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus”

· Eph 1:15, “I’ve heard about your faith…”

· “Unlike Paul’s letters, Ephesians seems not to have been written in response to a particular circumstance or controversy.” – Gundry

· “It has an almost meditative quality.” – Gundry
· Purpose: “The Church is the body of Christ.”

· 75 of the 155 verses in Ephesians are approximately the same as what’s found in Colossians.

· Eph 6:21-22 and Col 4:7-9 are nearly word for word identical. 

· A Circular Letter 

· A Fill-in-the-blank Chain Letter 

· More likely, it was meant for circulation amongst various churches around Ephesus.

· Explains the early churches addition to 1:1

· Also explains Paul’s comments in v.15

· Makes sense with the Colossians connection.

· Highlights: 
· Doxology of Salvation
· The Father chose believers. (v.4)

· The Son redeemed them. (v.7)

· The Spirit sealed them. (v.13-14)

· Unity in the Family and in the Body (Eph 5)
· Wives submit to their husbands.

· Husbands love their wives.

· Children obey their parents.

· Fathers be reasonable with their children.

· Slaves obey their masters.

· Masters be kind to their slaves.

· Mutual Submission to one another (Eph 5:21, 1 Cor 7:4)
· The Armor of God (Eph 6)

· Philippians 

· Audience: The church at Philippi
· Appears to be Paul’s favorite church.
· Paul’s “home/sending” church

· “The most personal of any letter written to a church.” – Gundry

· Written towards the end of his imprisonment… Paul expects to be released soon.

· Purpose:  

· 1st to express thanks for their financial support.
· 2nd to encourage unity and warn against Judaizers.

· Highlights:

· Paul’s thankful he’s in jail (because at least the Romans are hearing the gospel). (ch 1)

· Unity through Humility, “Do nothing out of selfish ambitious or vain conceit; rather, in humility consider others better than yourself.” (2:3)

· The Ancient Greco-Roman world despised humility.
· Still fighting the Judaizers.  

· Watch out for those dogs… (3:2)

· I consider everything a loss compared to Jesus all my past “gains” are σκύβαλα (skubala).

· Philemon
· Audience: Written to an individual: Philemon.

· Who was Philemon?
· A wealthy Christian slave owner and leader in the Colossian church
· Purpose: Paul’s request to forgive and release Onesimus a “runaway” slave belonging to Philemon 
· *Why is Philemon not grouped with the other pastoral letters?
· Highlights:

· The Shortest of Paul’s Letters – 335 words total

· V. 8 “I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do…” – Paul Waves the Apostolic Stick

· V.18 “Charge it to me” - “To be an agent of reconciliation is to pick up the check” 

· Rhetorical Masterpiece 
The Pastoral Letters of Paul

· Overall Themes

· Written to “Shepherds” (Paul’s term for young pastors)
· Instructional Letters

· Administration 

· Warnings against heresy

· Timeline challenges:


· Paul left Timothy in Ephesus but in Acts it says Timothy came with him.

· In II Timothy Demas deserts Paul but in Philemon Demas is with Paul.

· In Titus Paul says he visits Nicopolis but in Acts that visit is never mentioned.

· Two Roman Imprisonments

· See Handout (Paul’s Timeline)

· Conclusions:

· I Timothy and Titus written in between Paul’s imprisonment

· II Timothy written during Paul’s 2nd Imprisonment.

· Did Paul ever reach Spain?

· I Timothy

· Audience: Timothy

· Purpose:

· If Ephesians can be said to deal with the “why” and “what” then Timothy focuses more on the “how.” 
· Make’s sense since Paul is writing to a fellow church leader and friend.

· Highlights;

· Confronts Gnostic Teaching

· The Gnostics believed that everything in the material world (including marriage, sex, etc.) was inherently evil.

· They were using Genesis to teach Gnosticism.

· Bishops or Deacons
· Functionally to Paul they are largely synonymous

· Episcopalians have a church government that invests great authority in a bishop who oversees many local churches.

· Presbyterians have a church government that invests great authority in a board of elders in each local church.

· Titus
· Audience: Written to Titus (He was left on the island of Crete) from Paul in Nicopolis (West coast of Greec)

· Who was Titus?

· A Saint

· Educated Greek Christian

· Served as Paul’s Secretary

· Accompanied Paul to the Jerusalem Council  

· Purpose and Highlights: 

· The Cretans 
· Dealing with Zeus and other heresy
· Life in Crete was messy.

· “The Gospel must prove itself in the public square.” – The Bible Project
· Titus 3 – Beautiful picture of New Humanity in Jesus

· II Timothy

· Audience: Timothy

· Purpose: Paul’s Lonely 
· Highlights:

· The tone has shifted…

· II Tim 1:15, “15 You know that everyone in the province of Asia has deserted me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes.”

· II Tim 4:14-15, “14 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 15 You too should be on your guard against him, because he strongly opposed our message.

16 At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them.”

· Dealing with Heresy in Ephesus: “The resurrection has already taken place”

· Paul’s answer: Learn your Old Testament

· Also, in this final letter Paul reminds Timothy that “all scripture is inspired by God” (God-breathed). (II Tim 3:16)
