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Life Group Homework Guide     For the week of April 15th, 2018     Got Questions – Part 1 
GROUND RULES 

1. Bible is the Word of God – Whenever it speaks clearly, we will take a stand.  
2. If the Bible does not speak clearly to the subject, we will look for principles to apply.  
3. Some of the answers given may make you mad and upset and you may want to leave the church.  Let me encourage you 

not to leave but first make an appointment with one of the pastors or elders to talk through the issue that you are having.   
#1. What does the Bible say about the nature of ghosts and are they stuck between heaven and hell"?  

• Modern translations use “ghost” (rather than “spirit” as the KJV) for the disembodied spirits of the dead.  

• The disciples mistook Jesus for a ghost – Matthew 14:26; Mark 6:49, Luke 24:37, 39 

• If there are ghosts then that means God has lost control and some people who have died have escaped. Hebrews 9:27 

• Devil & Demons masquerade as ‘angels of light’ workers as ‘servants of righteousness”  2 Corinthians 11:14-15 

• Appearing as a ‘ghost and impersonating a deceased human being definitely seem to be within the power and abilities that 
demons possess.;   

• Can demons occupy houses, inanimate objects?  Mark 5:1-20, 1 Corinthians 10:19-20, Revelations 9:20, 16:14 
#2. Does the Church believe in James 5:14, Elders anoint with oil and praying for the sick? 
A practice of shepherds. Insects would often get into the wool of sheep, and when they got near the sheep's head, they could 
burrow into the sheep's ears and kill the sheep. Shepherds poured oil on the sheep's head making the wool slippery and impossible 
for insects to get near the sheep's ears - insects would slide off. 
Anointing became symbolic of blessing, protection, and empowerment. 
Anointing oil, mentioned 20 times in Scripture 

• Old Testament for pouring on the head of the high priest, descendants and sprinkling the tabernacle and its furnishings Exo 
25:6; Lev 8:30; Num 4:16.  

• People were anointed with oil to signify God’s blessing or call on that person’s life - Exodus 29:7; Exodus 40:9; 2 Kings 9:6; 
Ecclesiastes 9:8; James 5:14 

• Three times it is called the "holy, anointing oil," and the Jews were strictly forbidden from reproducing it for personal use - 
Exodus 30:32-33.  

• There is no indication that the oil or the ingredients had any supernatural power. Mark 6:13, 14:3-9, James 5:14, Heb 1:8-9 
Bottom Line:  There is no magical healing pours in the oil itself.  It is the faith of the person who asks and believes in the power of 
prayer, who calls the elders to pray over them.  The oil represents the Holy Spirit and the faith and trust that person has in God.  
#3. What specific reasons are there that we should think the bible is reliable and true? Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
Reliability of the Bible 

I. The Bible is a Unique Book 

• Written by 40 different people - ranging from extreme poverty to immense wealth 

• Every walk of life - kings and paupers, statesmen and fishermen, poets and physicians 

• 3 separate continents - Asia, Africa, and Europe 

• 3 different languages - Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic 

• Written in different styles, poetry, history, civil & criminal law, ethics, didactic, parable, biography, 
prophecy, personal letters 

• Over 1,500 years 
II. We Have an Authentic, Reliable Biblical Text 
Historical documents are tested by, number of existing manuscripts, dating of the manuscripts, proportion of 
variant readings 
1. The number of existing manuscripts 

• Over 5,300 known Greek manuscripts of the New Testament.  Over 10,000 in Latin 

• Over 9,300 other early versions = 24,000+ manuscript copies, ranking #1  in manuscript evidence. 

• Second place goes to The Iliad, by Homer ... with 643 surviving manuscripts. 
2. The dating of the manuscripts The New Testament autographs date to between 40-100 A.D. Until 
1995, the earliest extant manuscripts dated to the fourth century (a 250-300 year difference). 

#4. What does the Bible say about swearing and a flow mouth?  
The Bible makes it clear that it is a sin to “swear”, “curse” “cuss”!   Ephesians 4:29, 1 Peter 3:10, James 3:9, Luke 6:45 (NIV)  
#1. A heart issue. Luke 6:45 
#2.  The Bible is pretty clear and pretty explicit when it says don’t take the name of the Lord in vain.  

• If a person uses God and Jesus Christ and damn and hell as a throwaway standard expression of irritation or anger they are 
belittling them. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+14%3A26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mk+6%3A49
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2025.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2025.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev%208.30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%204.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2029.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2040.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%209.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eccles%209.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2030.32-33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%206.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2014.3-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%201.8-9
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#3. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-5, Ephesians 5:4. There is a whole category in the Bible & the English language called crude, crass, 
vulgar, and indecent. Every culture has something that they view as offensive, off color, or rude.  
What About Soft Cussing? - “shoot, crud, dang, crap, friggin, and others.  

• Jesus and Paul used scatological or garbage language.  Philippians 3:8, 3:2, Galatians 5:12, Matthew 23:33 
#5. In Matthew 15:21-28. Jesus says he was sent only for the lost sheep of Israel.  Wasn’t he sent to all of us? 

• Jesus’ words here not as an outright rejection of the Gentiles—moments later, He heals the woman’s daughter (Matthew 
15:28)—but as a fulfillment of prophecy 

• In Jeremiah 50:6, God calls Israel His people and “lost sheep.”  

• The Messiah, spoken of throughout the Old Testament, was seen as the one who would gather these “lost sheep” -Ezekiel 
34:23-24; Micah 5:4-5.  

• When Jesus presented Himself as a shepherd to Israel, He was claiming to be the fulfillment of Messianic prophecy - Mark 
6:34, 14:27; John 10:11-16, Hebrews 13:20, 1 Peter 5:4, Revelation 7:17. 

#6. How is it possible that Methuselah lived to be 969 years?  Genesis 5:21-27  

• God possibly blessed this line with especially long life as a result of their godliness and obedience.  

• Something happened at the global flood to shorten men’s lifespans. Compare the lifespans before the flood (Genesis 5:1–
32) with those after the flood (Genesis 11:10–32).  

• Immediately after the flood, the ages decreased dramatically and then kept decreasing. Genesis 6:3:  

• One theory that a canopy of water used to surround the earth - created a greenhouse effect and blocked much of the 
radiation that now hits the earth, resulting in ideal living conditions. 

• Adam and Eve were created perfect. High resistant to disease and illness. Descendants would have inherited these 
advantages, albeit to lesser degrees. Over time, as a result of sin, the human genetic code became increasingly corrupted, 
and human beings became more and more susceptible to death and disease -resulted in drastically reduced lifespans. 

#7. "Who was Enoch in the Bible?" 

• There are at least four different men in the Bible named Enoch - Genesis 4:17; 5:18; 5:22–2425:4; 46:9.  
Hebrews 11:5 gives a little more detail: 

• Only two people in the Bible are said to have been chosen by God to escape death, Enoch and Elijah. Enoch appears to have 
been given this privilege due to being a man who walked faithfully with God.   

• For what purpose was Enoch taken away? The most common assumption is so that he could serve as one of the two 
witnesses, alongside Elijah, in the end times. 

#8.  Why in Matthew 17 is Elijah referred as John the Baptist? 

• Read Matthew 17:10-13, 11:7-14, Malachi 3:1, 4:5 

• This does not mean that John the Baptist was Elijah reincarnated. 

• First, Jesus’ original hearers would never have assumed Jesus’ words to refer to reincarnation.  

• Second, John the Baptist is called “Elijah” because he came in the “spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke 1:17) 

• Third, Elijah himself appears with Moses at Jesus’ transfiguration after John the Baptist’s death. Matthew 17:11–12 

• Fourth both the people and Herod distinguished between John the Baptist and Elijah. Mark 6:14-16, 8:28 
#9. There is proof that dinosaurs roamed the earth but where are they discussed in Genesis if at all? And if not why aren't they 
discussed? Were they Gods first attempt of living things that failed or he did not like so he started over?   

• First we must keep in mind what time is to God.  Psalm 90:4, 2 Peter 3:8 

• The problem comes when Christians say the earth is only 6424 years old which means it came into existence in 4414 BC. 

• Now God could have created things ‘old”, remember if he is God he can do what ever he wants.  . 

• Evolution vs. Creation. Both theories can’t be proved because creation happened once in the past and evolution is too slow 
to observe.  Both theories are faith assumptions. 

Dinosaurs?  Leviathan - Job 41:1; Psalm 74:14, 104:26; Isaiah 27:1 

• Very few of the many animals in the world are mentioned in the bible. 

• We know that dinosaurs existed by the fossil records, presumably preserved by a catastrophe, such as a flood, dramatic 
environmental and climate  shifts (asteroid hypothesis, volcanos) 

#10. Why doesn't the church on Sunday service do the crackers and grape juice?  
During the Last Supper, a Passover celebration Jesus took a loaf of bread (not cracker) and gave thanks to God.  As He broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, Cup = Wine not juice. He said...Luke 22:19-20. 
What does communion symbolize? 

1. Reminder of death and sacrifice.  Our dependence upon Jesus.  Points forward to 2nd coming.  Unity of all believers (my 
body.  Spiritual self-examination 

 
Prayer Requests: 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%204.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%205.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%205.22%E2%80%9324
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%2025.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%2046.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2011.5
https://www.gotquestions.org/Enoch-Elijah.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/two-witnesses.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/two-witnesses.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2017.11%E2%80%9312

