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Leader’s Life Group Homework Guide 
For the week of December 23, 2018 

(This guide is designed to give helpful hints in preparing & leading your group in discussion) 

DIGGING DEEPER     (Don’t feel like you have to cover all the questions or thoughts.  Be sensitive to the needs of the group and where the Holy 
Spirit may be directing you as you walk through the material) 

Main Idea: Salvation will be purchased at Heavy Cost. 

Top 3 takeaways from the message today? 
1. 
 
2. 
 

3. 
 
 
Key Questions:  

• Read Luke 2:22-36. What stands out to you from this passage? 
 

• Under the Jewish law, this had made her unclean and required a purification sacrifice on the 40th day. 

• Doves were a poor man’s sacrifice 

• the blood — innocent life killed because of another’s guilt. Two birds would soon die to make her clean  

• Read Luke 2:29-32.  What do we learn about God and the baby Jesus? 

•  
• God is faithful to his promises to Simeon to see the messiah before he would die 

• God is faithful to the world in bring Salvation to the Gentiles and to the Jews 

• Jesus is the Salvation that brings the light of Revelation 
 

• Read Luke 2:34-35, Isaiah 8:14, Luke 20:17-18, Psalm 118:22, Romans 9:32.  How could this little baby 
cause the falling and rising of people?  What does it mean about falling on the rock versus having the rock 
fall on you? 
 

• The bible teaches that the Messiah would be a "rejected cornerstone".   

• Because of Jesus Christ, many in Israel would fall in conviction and then rise in salvation.  Others on the other hand will 
be crushed in judgment.  

• Jesus is going to be a dividing line.  Jesus is going to be a turning point.  And based upon how people respond to Him, 
some are going to rise and some are going to fall, but He's going to be the determiner of destiny.   

• We choose whether we are going to fall on Jesus and be broken or that he will fall on us and we will be crushed.  Either 
way . Jesus will not allow us to be Neutral. 

 
• Read Luke 2:35, Mark 3:20-22, 31-35, John 19:26.  What is the sword that Simeon is referring too? How 
was Mary soul going to be pierced? 

 
• The Greek word means a large sword such as Goliath used and the verb means "to constantly keep on piercing." 

• It spoke of the suffering and sorrow she would bear as the mother of the Messiah. 

• Mary did experience more and more sorrow until one day she stood by His cross and saw Him suffer and die (John 
19:25-27).  

• Mary's personal pain must not in any way be made a part of Christ's redemptive work. Only He could die for the sins of 
the world  

• Remember,  

• Mary is not the dispenser of grace she was the recipient of grace. 
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• How much did Mary and Joseph understand of God's great plan for this miracle Child? We don't know, but we do know 
that Mary stored up all these things and pondered them.  

• The word means "to put things together"; Mary sought for some pattern that would help her understand God's will.  

• There were times when Mary misunderstood Him, thinking he was crazy, Mark 3:20-21 

• J However, when Mary stood beneath that cross and watched Jesus die, it was with a broken heart.  

• Her suffering had nothing to do with your salvation; her suffering had nothing to do with her salvation. Her suffering 
was due to a human relationship. She was His human mother. She had brought Him into the world and raised Him. He 
was her son. You see, when our Lord looked down from the cross and said, "...Woman, behold thy son!" (John 19:26), a 
human relationship was there that no one else had. She was suffering as His mother. And at that time the prophecy of 
Simeon was fulfilled -- the sword pierced through her soul also.esus said things that would add to her suffering, Mark 3 
31-35 

•  

• NEXT STEPS:    

• What has been the ‘heavy cost’ of your salvation?   

• Have you fallen on the stone or is it going to fall on you? 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS  

 


