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Leader’s Life Group Homework Guide 
For the week of March 11th, 2018 

(This guide is designed to give helpful hints in preparing & leading your group in discussion) 

DIGGING DEEPER     (Don’t feel like you have to cover all the questions or thoughts.  Be sensitive to the needs of the group and where the Holy 
Spirit may be directing you as you walk through the material) 

The Main Idea:  
Obscurity in the world is not Obscurity with God. 

Key Questions:  
• Read Matthew 8:3,10.  What does Jesus teach us about Children and Obscurity? Does the truth of Angels 
watching over you encourage you or scare you? 
 There was no one so insignificant in the first century world as a child. As much as we celebrate children today and make 

their sporting events, clubs, and personal achievements focal points in our lives, this was not done among the common 
people of the ancient world.  Children weren’t worthless, but they were about as far from “greatness” as a person could 
get.   

 They have angels assigned to them. That’s not obscurity.  
• Every child of God is well-known in heaven.  
• The dramatic shifts of your life may not garner the sympathy of your neighbor, but they’re not meaningless.   Obscurity in 

the world is not Obscurity with God. 

 

 Read Acts 9:8-26, Galatians 1:15-18.  What happened to Saul in Damascus before he went to Jerusalem? 
 We left Paul on the side of the road leading into Damascus.  He gets off the ground with assistance from his posse and finds 

that he is blind.  They led him by the hand into Damascus where for three days he doesn’t eat or drink a thing. Still in shock 
over what happens.  He has been praying and in his blindness has a vision of a man Ananias praying over him and his sight 
being restored. 

 Now we don’t have time to talk about Ananias but he has a vision of Jesus telling him to go and heal Saul which he 
reluctantly does.  Saul is healed, baptized and the first official thing he does is start to preach in the Synagogues (plural) that 
Jesus was the Son of God.  To say the least people were confused.  The Jews were astonished because they knew why he 
had come to Damascus in the first place and the Christians were fearful because they knew why he had comes, to arrest 
and have them killed. 

 Saul the hunter became the hunted.  All the exits to the city was being watched and his followers lowered the mighty 
hunter turned hunted in a basket in the opening in the wall. 

 “When he came to Jerusalem.”  But that is not what happened right away.  Between Acts 9:25 and verse 26 there is a gap of 
3 years. 

 It is in the book of Galatians where Paul tells us what happened after being lowered in the basket. 

 It was 3 years in the desert where he met God intimately and deeply, silently and alone. 
 

• Agree or disagree with this quote?  How has it proven true in your life? “A life marked by depth can only 
be cultivated in protracted periods of time spent in Solitude, quietness and Obscurity.”  Charles Swindoll 

 
 

• Read Galatians 1:11-16, Philippians 3:7-8.  What do you think Saul did for 3 years in the desert?  
 Saul says that he didn’t consult other people or run to Jerusalem to show himself to the apostles.  He went to the desert. 

 So where did he get all that learning?  In Solitude, quietness and Obscurity he learned the nature of God and the reality of his 
great commission from Jesus.  Jesus was not in a hurry – he needed time to be taught to be the apostle that would rock the 
‘stand still” church.  

 A 3 year crash course in theology that would forever shape the church. It was here in the desert that he learned, The 
Sovereignty of God, Election of the saints, Depravity of man, The deity of Christ, The miraculous power of the Resurrection, 
The Church, Heaven 

 It was in Obscurity that Paul tossed aside his need for man’s approval, his religious resume and credentials for the living 
Jesus.  Everything changed. 

 It is during those protracted times of “quietness, searching, confession and meditation” where the depth if our walk with 
Jesus is found. 



2 | P a g e  
 

 

• Read Acts 29:26-30.  What happened to Saul in Jerusalem after 3 years of obscurity in the desert?   
 Saul Owed Jerusalem, went to graduate school, knew everyone of any significance.   

 3 years had gone by and the disciples were still afraid of him.  The disciples didn’t trust him and the Jews still wanted to kill 
him. So what do you do when no one trusts you and people are out to kill you?   You go back home.   Saul goes back to his 
hometown Tarsus, back making tents most likely.  Waiting some more.  Two more years in obscurity. 

 
• Barnabas takes Saul under his wing.  Barnabas means ‘Son of Encouragement.”  Make a list of Who has 
been the Barnabas’ in your life?   Have you told them that lately? 
 
 

 
• Read Psalm 27:14, 37:7, 37:34, 62:5, 91:1, 94:17-19, Isaiah 40:31, 49:23, Hosea 12:6.  Exceptional work is 
preceded by extended waiting. Waiting is a designed to hone skills, break wills, shape character & give 
depth.  How has God made you wait in the past?  Is He making you wait NOW? 

 

 

NEXT STEPS:    

 When God prepares us for effective ministry, he includes what we would rather omit – a period of waiting 

 God makes us wait, hiding us in his shadow, he shows us were not indispensable and that makes us 
humble 

 God hides us away, He reveals new dimensions of Himself and new insights regarding ministry – that 
makes us deep 

 When God finally chooses to use us, it comes at a time least expected, when we feel the least qualified – 
that makes a difference. 

 How can you cultivate depth in Solitude, Quietness and Obscurity? 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

 

 

 


