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Leader’s Life Group Homework Guide 
For the week of April 1st, 2018 

(This guide is designed to give helpful hints in preparing & leading your group in discussion) 

DIGGING DEEPER     (Don’t feel like you have to cover all the questions or thoughts.  Be sensitive to the needs of the group and where the Holy 

Spirit may be directing you as you walk through the material) 

The Main Idea:  
It’s Hard to Intimidate the Convinced  

(It is hard to intimidate, threaten, scare, bully or coerce the convinced) 
Key Questions:  

•Read 2 Timothy 4:6-13.  If you were told you only had a short time to live what would you do? What 
would be your last meal?  What would be the most important thing you wanted people to know about 
you? 

• Paul is writing this letter from the Roman dungeon where he is spending his last days. 

• His cloak because he was cold and needed something familiar, His books and scrolls because he was a student of the 
word to the very end. 

• Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-10.  What does Paul want you to know about the gospel? 
• Take your stand on this truth.  Hold on and don’t let go (of don’t add too) 

• Jesus died for you sins, buried, raised 3 days later, appeared to a lot of people.  All about the Grace of God 

 

• Read 2 Timothy 1:12, Romans 8:38-39. What is the difference between Belief and Conviction? 
• A belief is something that you consider to be correct and true.  

• A belief is an opinion. 

• Very personal ideas and cannot be rejected because they express an opinion of another. 

• Beliefs can expand and grow 

• Belief can be weak and shallow 

• Because Beliefs can be easily changed. 

• Many people have the belief that there is a God, that Jesus was a good man. That all religions are the same. There are 
people, some in this room who believe in Alien life, flat earth, Russian Collusion. 

• The majority of people on the earth have the belief that there is a God, but as my mama always said “Satan believes in 
God to, that doesn’t change anything just because you believe.” 

• A Conviction is something where you have been CONVINCED it is true.  

• To be convinced the individual needs to obtain all the information. 

• A conviction remains the same.  

• Once a conviction has been formed, it is difficult for the individual to see the world in a different light. He only sees 
things in the light of his conviction.  

• The word conviction however, requires more of its user. If we say that we are convicted of something it usually has 
penal connotations. 

• If these words belief and conviction were the same then why do we not just ask a judge if they believe or not if the person 
committed the crime. How does a person become convicted in a court of law? There must be evidence present to convict as 
they are innocent until proven guilty. Convicted evolved from the word convinced, which meant to refute or to prove.  

• From convinced comes from the Latin word (convincere.) Vincere means to conquer. Based up its etymolgy, when we think 
of the definition of convicted, we must think of, in some way the words refute, prove, conquer, or convince because they 
are inextricably linked.  

• A belief is something that you can change, a conviction is not. I believe because I have been convicted. I present these 
arguments not from a blind spot of faith, but from countless days and nights spent making sure that if I am going to present 
something as truth then I had better be able to refute, to prove, to conquer and to convince. 

• Belief in something can only change a life when it moves to a conviction. That is what Paul had . .  conviction not just belief. 

 

• Read Philippians 3:7-14, Matthew 13:44-45.  What is the prize that Paul longed for? 
“A non-treasured Christ is a non-saving Christ.”  John Piper 
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• Here is where we may have lost something in our Evangelical press to get people to pray a prayer.  To make a 
commitment to Jesus, to get to heaven.  We have made it an action you take not a relationship that you pursue. 

• We don’t see anywhere in scripture where Paul ‘prayed a prayer” what we do see is a changed man in pursuit of his 
Savior.  We do see Jesus words when he compared to the kingdom of God as a treasured buried in a field or a rare 
pearl, (Matthew 13:44-45) that you would sell all that you have to attain that treasure. 

• Paul considered everything a loss, everything as rubbish, nothing had value other than the pursuit of knowing Jesus 
more deeply, more intimately. 

• The long-awaited prize is that he would finally know Jesus fully. 

• Discuss this Piper quote.  How would you answer the question? 
“The critical question for our generation—and for every generation—is this: If you could have heaven, 
with no sickness, and with all the friends you ever had on earth, and all the food you ever liked, and all 
the leisure activities you ever enjoyed, and all the natural beauties you ever saw, all the physical 
pleasures you ever tasted, and no human conflict or any natural disasters, could you be satisfied with 
heaven, if Christ were not there?  John Piper  “God Is the Gospel: Meditations on God's Love as the Gift 
of Himself” 

 

NEXT STEPS:  

In what way this week can you purse Jesus Christ?  Read the bible, Pray, share the good news of the gospel, 
works of compassion? 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

 

 

 


