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Leader’s Life Group Homework Guide 
For the week of April 14, 2019 

(This guide is designed to give helpful hints in preparing & leading your group in discussion) 

DIGGING DEEPER     (Don’t feel like you have to cover all the questions or thoughts.  Be sensitive to the needs of the group and where the Holy 
Spirit may be directing you as you walk through the material) 

Main Idea: Everything that you enjoy as a Christian is owed to the death of Christ on the Cross 

Top 3 takeaways from the message today? 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Key Questions:  
• Read Galatians 6:14.  Why is the Cross such a strange things to boast about? Why is the Cross so important? 
• Most people boast about other things: their family, their background, their education, their career, their salary, the size of 

their house, the important people they know, the great deeds they have done, and of course their children and their 
grandchildren. These things are not wrong in themselves, and it is understandable that we should feel good about our 
accomplishments, our connections, and our family. 

• Because of the Cross: 
• bought for us every blessing—temporal and eternal. And we don’t deserve any blessings. He bought them all.  
• God’s elect are destined to be sons of God.  
• the wrath of God is taken away.  
• all guilt is removed 
• sins are forgiven 
• perfect righteousness is imputed to us 
• the love of God is poured out in our hearts by the Spirit 
• we are being conformed to the image of Christ. 
• every enjoyment in this life and the next that is not idolatry is a tribute to the infinite value of the cross of Christ—
the burning center of the glory of God.  

• Apart from the Cross we get nothing but judgment. 

• Apart from the Cross there’s only condemnation. 

• Main Point -  Everything that you enjoy as a Christian is owed to the death of Christ on the Cross 

• Crucifixion was designed not only to kill but to dissuade others from criminal actions. Victims of crucifixion were to be 
humiliated, often left to hang completely naked. The cross carried a stigma, and Jewish Law said it brought a curse (Galatians 
3:13; 5:11).  

• The term excruciating literally means “out of crucifying”; crucifixion was an “excruciating” way to die because it was a very 
slow and painful means to death. Depending on the circumstance, some people could live for days after being nailed to a 
cross. 

• There were things going on from an earthly perspective in the death of Jesus Christ that they are certainly featured in the 
Passion. You see the agonizing torture of Jesus from His scourging on through His crucifixion. But many people suffered that 
way and there may have been many thousands of people who suffered even more physical pain than Jesus did because they 
lasted longer on the cross. The sufferings of Jesus physically were not unique, even the Apostle Paul was scourged five times 
by the Jews and beaten three times with rods. And there was nothing redemptive about those sufferings of Paul. There's 
something more going on here than a suffering man.  

• Jesus’ suffering on the Cross cannot become the hero of . . . 
• The oppressed 
• the abused 
• those who are under the threatening power of the establishment.  

• What happened on the Cross is so much more than that. 

• Read Matthew 27:45-53.  Make a list of the 6 miracles that are in this passage and discuss their 
importance. 
Miracle #1 – vs 45   God’s Judgment against sin 
What is it that caused this darkness?  
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• Was it a local sirocco, or was some local heavy clouds obscuring the sun. But if you look at the very language here in verse 
45, darkness fell ekleipo, eclipse.  
• This is not an eclipse in the sense that we use the word scientifically, or technically since that would have been impossible. 
And the reason it would have been impossible is that Passover is in the middle of the month and the month always began with a 
new moon so that by now the moon was full. If the moon is full, it's on the opposite side of the earth from the sun, it can't 
therefore eclipse the sun. So this is not some natural phenomena.  
• In fact, the word itself means to fail utterly. And what happened was the sun went out, supernatural darkness, there is no 
natural explanation. And God made it happen in the middle of the day. 
• Darkness in the Scripture is a symbol of judgment...judgment, black darkness characterizes hell. 

Miracle #2 vs. 46-49, Psalm 22:1, Malachi 4:5    God’s Holiness Demonstrated 
• But Jesus can contain the pain no longer and it's not the pain of nails and it's not the pain of a crown, and it's not the pain of 
wounds of scourges rubbing against a ragged wooden beam, it is the pain of separation from the Father. That's the second 
miracle.  
• Jesus cried out with a loud voice, literally He screamed. 
• And with great strength, He cries out where the real agony comes from, and it doesn't come from the physical pain, the real 
agony comes from His soul, the realization, the reality, the agony that He is separated from His Father.  
• Jesus was not separated from the Father by nature, He was separated from the Father by fellowship 
• They didn't mistake what He said. They know the difference between Eloi, Eloi,and Elijah. And He spoke loudly and clearly. 
This is mockery. This was their little pun. "Oh, He's calling for Elijah." 
• Before the Lord comes in judgment, before the Lord comes to set up His Kingdom, Elijah is going to come. The Jews 
believed that Elijah would be the partner of the returning Messiah to set up the Kingdom. Then when Messiah came, Elijah 
would come. And so they're mocking, "And you're the Messiah, you must be calling for Elijah." They mocked Him as a ridiculous 
claimant to be the Messiah asking for Elijah. 

Miracle #3 vs 50, John 19:30, John 10:17-18   Voluntarily gave up His life 
• Didn't say, "I am finished," He said, "It is finished."  
• He could not die at the hands of men. The Jews couldn't kill Him. The Romans couldn't kill Him. Nobody could kill Him. He 
voluntarily gave His life.  
• I can't end my life by speaking it. And in the Greek it says He dismissed His spirit. "Go now." And His real self, His eternal self 
left that body that slumped on the cross and ascended into the embrace of His Father. This is miraculous. 
• What does it tell us? It tells us that He voluntarily gave His life. That He did it because He loved us. He was laying down His 
life for His sheep. 

Miracle #4 vs 51, The Old Covenant Ended – No More Barriers  
• At that moment there was no longer Aaronic priesthood, no longer any Levitical priesthood, no longer any temple, no 
longer any sacrifices, nothing ever a part of that system in the temple had any future. And within a few years, 70 A.D., to put a 
punctuation mark on that, the Romans came in and obliterated the temple and it's never been rebuilt. And the sacrificial system 
has never been restored. 
• This happened at three o'clock in the afternoon and that place would have been filled with hundreds of thousands of 
people, jammed with priests who were nothing more than butchers neck deep in blood, slaughtering one Passover lamb after 
another for everybody who was celebrating the Passover. There are numbers that indicate they would slaughter as many as a 
quarter of a million at a Passover. And in one moment there was no more priesthood, no more sacrifices, no more offering, no 
more Holy of Holies, no more holy place and no more temple. 

Miracle #5 vs 51, Hebrews 12:25-26  Promise of a New Universe 
• Devastating earthquake. And God in the Old Testament often did things through earthquakes, as you well know. There are 
a number of indications of that in the Old Testament.  
• The Christ is indeed the King of the earth. He may at that moment look like a victim, but God sends that fury, sends that 
earthquake, fractures the rocks and gives a taste of the fact that Christ who at that moment had bruised Satan's head, crushed it 
literally, will come back one day to take the earth and destroy it and the elements eventually would melt with fervent heat and 
in its place would be a new heaven and a new earth which He would create, which righteousness would prevail forever. 

Miracle #6 vs. 52-53, 1 Corinthians 15:20  The Hope of our Resurrection 
• The final resurrection, the final, glorious resurrection. They were not spiritual, they were actual physical bodies. They were 
bodies coming out of the grave. Their souls were there, their soma was there, but they actually had bodies, bodily resurrection.  
• A PREVIEW OF THINGS TO COME. 
• This is a preview again of an actual, literal opening of the grave and the resurrection of the dead. Bodies coming out of the 
grave, spirits coming down from heaven joined those bodies and three days later they went in to Jerusalem.  
• They had to wait three days in order that Christ would be the firstfruits of the resurrection. That's 1 Corinthians 15:20. 
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• NEXT STEPS:    
1. How will you boast in the Cross of Christ this week? 
2. Review the 6 miracles each day, journal how this truth encourages your faith 

Key Application and Reflection  
• By darkness He is saying this is an expression of wrath against sin.  
• By separation He is saying, "I am holy and this is holy judgment."  
• By the self-sacrifice of Christ, the miracle of literally giving up His life, we see God's love and mercy and 

grace manifest in the incarnate one and His willing sacrifice.  
• By the tearing of the veil we see the opening of heaven's gates and the throne room of God and the 

welcome of God to those who come into His presence through Christ.  
• In the earthquake we see the coming promise of a new universe with blessing forever.  
• And in the resurrection, we see the hope of our resurrection, the subduing of death and literal, physical 

living in the glories of the new world in the presence of our risen Christ. 

• PRAYER REQUESTS  

 


