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Life Group Homework Guide     For the week of April 22, 2018     Got Questions – Part 2 
GROUND RULES 

1. Bible is the Word of God – Whenever it speaks clearly, we will take a stand.  
2. If the Bible does not speak clearly to the subject, we will look for principles to apply.  
3. Some of the answers given may make you mad and upset and you may want to leave the church.  Let me encourage you 

not to leave but first make an appointment with one of the pastors or elders to talk through the issue that you are having.   
1. Is cremation wrong?  The bible says the dead in Christ will rise.  Read Genesis 3:19 

• “Within a year all that is usually left is the skeleton and teeth, with traces of the tissues on them - it takes 40 to 50 years for 
the bones to become dry and brittle in a coffin. In soil of neutral acidity, bones may last for hundreds of years, while acid 
peaty soil gradually dissolves the bones” 

• If you are buried in a box you will eventually become dust.  If you are cremated you become dust.  God can put the right 
things back together again.  You have to ask the question then about those who have died in explosions of fires, those 
buried at sea, same fate.  
 

2. "Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart?" Read Exodus 7:3-4, 8:15,32, 9:12; 10:20, 27, Romans 9:17-18 

• First, Pharaoh was not an innocent or godly man.  

• He was a brutal dictator overseeing the terrible abuse and oppression of the Israelites 

• The Egyptian pharaohs had enslaved the Israelites for 400 years.  

• Pharaoh ordered that male Israelite babies be killed at birth Exodus 1:16.  

• Second, Pharaoh hardened his own heart against letting the Israelites go. Exodus 8:15,32 

• As the plagues continued, God gave Pharaoh increasingly severe warnings of the final judgment to come. Pharaoh chose to 
bring further judgment on himself and his nation by hardening his own heart against God’s commands. 

• From a human perspective, it seems wrong for God to harden a person and then punish the person He has hardened. 
Biblically speaking, however, we have all sinned against God (Romans 3:23), and the just penalty for that sin is death 
(Romans 6:23). Therefore, God’s hardening and punishing a person is not unjust; it is actually merciful in comparison to 
what the person deserves. 
 

3. Jesus says "so the Son of Man will be 3 days and 3 nights in the heart of the earth". I can't figure out how our Good Friday to 
Easter Sunday can be counted as 3 nights. What is wrong with our counting?  Matthew 12:40 

• The Jewish day was measured from sun down to sun down. If Jesus was in the grave for three 24 hour periods, then He 
could not have been raised on the third day because the third day had not yet been completed. He would have to be raised 
on fourth day for three 24 hour periods to have been completed. 

• The Jewish custom any part of a day, however small, is included as part of a full day. 

• Therefore, we can see that because of the Jewish usage of counting any part of a day as the whole of the day, the term 
"three days and nights" is idiomatic and not literal. 

There are several reasons Jesus was dead for 3 days before. 

• 3 days of death proved to Jesus’ opponents that He truly rose from the dead. Why? According to Jewish tradition, a 
person’s soul/spirit remained with his/her dead body for three days. After three days, the soul/spirit departed.  

• A second reason it was important for Jesus to be dead for three days was to fulfill biblical prophecy. Jesus personally 
claimed He would be dead three days - Matthew 12:40; 16:21; 27:63; John 2:19). Also,  Hosea 6:1–3, 1 Corinthians 15:4 
 

4. "What language did Jesus speak?" 

• While Jesus very likely spoke Aramaic, Hebrew, and Greek, Aramaic was likely the language Jesus spoke the most.  

• The Gospels record Jesus speaking numerous Aramaic words - Mark 5:41, 7:34, 14:36, 15:34, Matthew 27:46 

• Historians, archaeologists, and cultural anthropologists are almost universally agreed that Aramaic was the common or 
colloquial language in Israel during Jesus’ time.  
 

5. Did God create other people in addition to Adam and Eve? 

• There is no indication anywhere in the Bible that God created any humans other than Adam and Eve. Genesis 2:4-8, 18, 21-
22. 

• All other human beings have descended from these two original people.  

Who was Cain's wife? Was Cain's wife his sister? 

• The Bible does not specifically say who Cain’s wife was. The only possible answer is that Cain's wife was his sister or niece or 
great-niece, etc.  
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• Adam and Eve surely had given birth to more children than just Cain and Abel at the time Abel was killed. They definitely 
had many more children later (Genesis 5:4).  

• Since Adam and Eve were the first (and only) human beings, their children would have no other choice than to intermarry. 
God did not forbid inter-family marriage until much later when there were enough people to make intermarriage 
unnecessary (Leviticus 18:6-18).  

• Adam and Eve did not have any genetic defects, and that enabled them and the first few generations of their descendants 
to have a far greater quality of health than we do now. Adam and Eve’s children had few, if any, genetic defects. As a result, 
it was safe for them to intermarry. 

What is the origin of the different races? 

• The Bible does not explicitly give us the origin of the different “races” or skin colors in humanity. In actuality, there is only 
one race—the human race.  

• Within the human race is diversity in skin color and other physical characteristics.  

• Some speculate that when God confused the languages at the tower of Babel He also created racial diversity. Gen 11:1-9 

• Another explanation is that Adam and Eve possessed the genes to produce black, brown, and white offspring (and 
everything else in between). This would be similar to how a mixed-race couple sometimes has children that vary in color. 
Since God desired humanity to be diverse in appearance, it makes sense that God would have given Adam and Eve the 
ability to produce children of different skin tones.  
 

6. Is it once saved always saved or can you lose your Salvation?  Can someone lose their salvation if they knowingly choose a 
sinful lifestyle?  Can one receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and savior after they die? 

• There is basically two beliefs on this one.  Calvinist say once you are saved you are saved it is something that God has done, 
a gift that he has given which he will not take back.  Your name has been written in the book of Life and God does not have 
an eraser.  Philippians 4:3, Revelation 3:5, 13:8, 20:12, 20:15, 21:27 

• There are those who believe you can lose your salvation, this particular belief is called Arminianism, and there are several 
passages that they hold too that they believe show you can lose it by your actions.  Hebrews 6:4-6, 10:26-27 

• If one has sincerely repented and has embraced Jesus as the savior and Lord of their lives their name has been written in 
the book of life.  But then the question comes about those who have said it and have fallen away.  What about them? 

• Either their faith was not real only words or God will get their attention.  There is a judgment waiting for all of us, which we 
will cover in the next weeks to come more deeply.  I believe this is where Paul says to the 1 Corinthians 11:30 that some are 
sick and some have died early because of the actions because of their sins.  God will take you out before the time he 
desired to save you from yourself.. That is why the scriptures say that we must work on our salvation . .  but with fear and 
trembling. Philippians 2:12, 2 Peter 1:10 

Truths about how to be saved. 

• We are justified by grace alone through faith alone apart from works. Ephesians 2:8–9; Romans 3:28 

• Those who are justified will certainly be glorified. (Romans 8:30) 

• But no one will be glorified or finally saved who does not continue in the faith. 1 Corinthians 15:1–2; Colossians 1:21–23; 
Matthew 10:22 

• God himself will keep his children from finally falling away. Philippians 1:6; 1 Corinthians 1:8–9 

• There will not be a second chance after we die.  Only judgement awaits.  Hebrews 9:27 
 

7. What happens to those who have never heard about Jesus, the pigmy in South Africa.  What is our default position? 
1. God the Father is known by all men – Romans 1:18-20, Ecclesiastes 3:11  
2. All people reject the true knowledge of God – Romans 1:21-23 
3. There are no innocent people in the world – Romans 1:21-2:6, Romans 3:9-20 
4. All people are condemned before God.  Romans 3:19.  Jesus’ commission to us - go and tell all the world. Matthew 28:19-20 

 
8. What happens to people of other Faiths? Is Christ truly the only way, the truth and the life, don’t all roads to lead to God? 

• Religion – man trying to get to God.  Christianity God reaching down to man. 

• All Paths do not lead to God.     The most outrageous assertion that Jesus ever uttered is John 14:6. Matthew 7:13-14 
Myth : All religions are basically the same. Which in part is true.  There are things that all religions share.  Truth is truth no matter 
where you find it.  But there are major differences as well. 

• The uniqueness of Christianity is rooted in the uniqueness of Jesus himself. 

• There are drastic and irreconcilable differences between Christianity and all other belief systems. Every other religion is 
based on people doing things to get to God.  Christianity is God reaching down to us through Jesus Christ. 
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