
Pickin’ Cotton Ain’t Peanuts 

Genesis 45:7-8 (NIV) 7  But God sent me ahead of 
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to 
save your lives by a great deliverance. 8  "So then, it 
was not you who sent me here, but God. He made 
me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household 
and ruler of all Egypt. 

Genesis 50:20 (NIV)  20  You intended to harm me, but God intended it 
for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many 
lives.  

Who’s in Control? 

The Cliché Paradox  —  Making It Work 

Isaiah 14:24, 26-27 (NIV) 24  The LORD Almighty has sworn, "Surely, 
as I have planned, so it will be, and as I have purposed, so it will stand. 
26  This is the plan determined for the whole world; this is the hand 
stretched out over all nations. 27  For the LORD Almighty has pur-
posed, and who can thwart him? His hand is stretched out, and who can 
turn it back? 

Proverbs 16:4 (HCSB) 4  The LORD has prepared everything 
for His purpose— even the wicked for the day of disaster.  

Romans 5:3-5 (NIV) 3  Not only so, but we also rejoice in our suffer-
ings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
4  perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5  And hope does not 
disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.  

Romans 8:28 (NASB)  And we know that God causes all things to 
work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose.  

Do You Trust Him? 

Psalm 20:7 (NIV) 7  Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we 
trust in the name of the LORD our God.  

Psalm 49:5-8 (NIV) 5  Why should I fear when evil days come, when 
wicked deceivers surround me-- 6  those who trust in their wealth and 
boast of their great riches? 7  No man can redeem the life of another or 
give to God a ransom for him-- 8  the ransom for a life is costly, no pay-
ment is ever enough-- 

Isaiah 14:13 (NIV) 13  You said in your heart, 
"I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my 
throne above the stars of God; I will sit en-
throned on the mount of assembly, on the ut-
most heights of the sacred mountain.  

Who’s God? 

 Adam and Eve 
 
 Abraham 
 
 Israel and Saul 

Honesty with God 

Psalm 22:1 (NIV)  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of my 
groaning?  

Psalm 42:9 (NIV) 9  I say to God my Rock, "Why have you forgotten 
me? Why must I go about mourning, oppressed by the enemy?"  

Psalm 74:1 (NIV) 1 Why have you rejected us forever, O God? Why 
does your anger smolder against the sheep of your pasture?  

Psalm 88:14 (NIV) 14  Why, O LORD, do you reject me and hide your 
face from me?  

“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.  I do not see the road ahead of 
me.  I cannot know for certain where it will end.  Nor do I really know myself, 
and the fact that I think I am following your will does not mean that I am actu-
ally doing so.  But I believe that my desire to please you does in fact please 
you.  And I hope that I have that desire in all that I am doing.  And I know that 
if I do this you will lead me by the right road though I may know nothing about 
it.  Therefore will I trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the 
shadow of death, I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never 
leave me to face my perils alone. “  A Prayer by  Thomas Merton 


