
 

LEADER’S Sermon & Homework Guide  
For the week of August 13th, 2017 

(This guide is designed to give helpful hints in preparing & leading your group in discussion) 
   (Don’t feel like you must cover all the questions. Be sensitive to the needs of the group and where the Holy Spirit may direct)   
The Main Idea: You were called to not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing. 

Key Take Away’s from Sermon: (ask your group if they want to share one key take away from the message) 

*  

* 

* 

Opening Questions for Individual Study and/or LIFE group:                                                                                                               
As a leader, the more you share the more it will open the door for others to share. 

• “Life is 10% of your circumstances and 90% of how you react to them” Agree or Disagree? Thoughts?  
Read this Poem from Pastor Charles Swindoll: The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on 
life. Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It is more important than success, than what other people 
think or say or do. 
It is more important than appearance, giftedness or skill. It will make or break a company … a church … a 
home. The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will embrace for that 
day. 
We cannot change our past… we cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot 
change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude… 
I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it. And so it is with you, we are in 
charge of our attitudes. 
 

• “Growing older is no excuse for growing up” Agree or Disagree? Thoughts? 
Click on link below or search on YouTube, you could show to the group if you wanted.                                                              
Little Big Shots: Forever Young - An Incredible 85-Foot Climb 

https://youtu.be/5IIjFgoRMKU  

Key Passage: 1 Peter 3:8-12     

Background: Peter is the author, the disciple’s general manager, who witnessed the suffering of Jesus, he was the 
lead gospel preacher after Jesus ascended and the Holy Spirit came.  He would end up being crucified on a cross 
upside down, he didn’t feel worthy of dying like Jesus did-right side up. In this passage, Peter is addressing a Christian 
community in Asia Minor about their ATTITUDE after some horrible circumstances they were dealing with! When the 
city of Rome burned, the Romans believed that Nero, their emperor had set the city on fire.  The Romans were totally 
devastated, their culture in a sense went down with the city…their great temples, shrines, and even household idols 
were burned up.  People were homeless and hopeless, many had been killed. Their bitter resentment was severe, so 
Nero realized that he had to redirect the hostility. Nero’s chosen scapegoat were the Christians who were already 
hated because they associated with Jews, and were seen as being hostile to the Roman culture. Nero spreads the 
word quickly that the Christians had SET THE FIRES. As a result, a vicious persecution against Christians began, and 
soon spread throughout the Roman Empire.  These Christians were possibly led to Christ by Paul and his teachings. 
BUT they needed spiritual strengthening at the time because of their sufferings. The purpose of this passage in I Peter 
was to teach them how to live victoriously in the midst of hostility and persecution. Peter wished to impress on his 
readers that by living an obedient, victorious life under duress, a Christian can evangelize a hostile world. In chapters 
1 and 2 of I Peter, Peter writes about how to live with ruling authorities, with masters, with wives and husbands, and 
In chapter 3, Peter gives general instruction to ALL Christians in how to live within their community.                      

https://youtu.be/5IIjFgoRMKU


 

• Read I Peter 3:8, Acts 3:19, and Romans 8:11. How should Christians live in Community?  
They are ATTITUDES of the heart, describing what is INSIDE a person. Peter calls believers to cultivate inner realities & 
change that will result in their behavior outwardly toward others. 

HARMONY/LIKE-MINDED people have the same mind-set and intentions to glorify and love God and Love people.                   

A SYMPATHETIC person understands and validates someone’s feelings.  When you are sensitive to their feelings, you 
don’t belittle them or tell them they “shouldn’t feel that way”.  It is using our EARS more than your mouth! 

A LOVING person deeply and truly cares about others.  They put their own needs in front of someone else’s. 

A COMPASSIONATE person puts love into action!  It is kind, tenderhearted, willing to forgive, does not hold grudges 
against others.  

A HUMBLE person does not think too highly of themselves and have a lowly mind-set. A humble person can admit 

when they are wrong!  

• Read I Peter 3:9a. How are Christians called to respond to evil?  What does it mean to give a Blessing? 
What does it mean when it says we are Called? 

 What does it mean to give a blessing?  The word here means to give a “Eulogy”- words said or written down that 
praise someone.  Christians are CALLED to do these things...NO multiple-choice options! I Peter 3:9 is telling us what 
we are CALLED to do when our Christian community fails to surround us with love.  As we grow older, and our 
younger years bubble is popped as to what we thought the church was, we SEE the reality that people act ungodly 
ways, even at Church.  The church is a hospital for sinners! Even at Horizon, we struggle with selfishness, pride, 
people hurting others, even imperfect leaders! Verse 9 says, WHEN (not if) you are being treated poorly, give a 
blessing for an insult!  How do we practically apply Blessing someone who insults us?  

• Do something nice for them 
• Pay them a compliment 
• Do just the opposite of what you really want to do 
• Do something nice even anonymously? Send cookies, flowers, Gift card, whether they know it or not, GOD DOES! 
• Praying for them is a way of blessing as well! Matthew 5 talks about praying for our enemies and those who 

persecute you! 
 

• Read I Peter 3:9b. How do Christians Inherit a Blessing?  What does it mean to Inherit?  
To inherit means to receive something you couldn’t earn! The context implies temporal blessings, yet also seems to 
refer to future blessing. Blessings come now and in future! We do not work FOR our salvation, but as a RESULT of our 
salvation! 

• Read I Peter 3:10-12 and Psalm 34. What are your thoughts and feelings in hearing that God rewards the 
righteous and opposes those who do evil? 

In verses 10-12, Peter drives his point home with a reference from Psalm 34… which refers to a time when David 

pretended to be insane in the court of the Achish.  David escaped with his life and expresses relief and gratitude 

to the Lord. The point Peter is trying to make is the Lord himself distinguishes and judges between those who do 

good and those who do evil.                              



 

Read 1 Peter 3:8-12 again (see below) BUT circle, underline, and/or highlight key words or phrases that 
emphasize what you have learned from this study. Great exercise for someone to read out loud slowly to the group, 
as people circle, underline, and/or highlight.  You could even do it 2 or 3 times with others reading as well.  After, 
have a few share what stood out to them. It is a type of “Lectio Divina”, you can look it up if you like. 

1 Peter 3:8-12 (NIV)  
3:8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate 
and humble.  
9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that 
you may inherit a blessing.  
10 For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from 
deceitful speech.  
11 He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it.  
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the 
Lord is against those who do evil."  

Application, Reflection, and Response:  You were called to not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but 
with blessing.  Anyone you need to do this with this week?  We must GROW UP in some areas and NOT just Grow 
Older! As followers of Christ, we are CALLED to be set apart, to live in the world but NOT become like the world.  We 
have a natural tendency to want to retaliate (aggressively or passively) when someone questions our motives and 
actions.  We are instructed from Gods word to respond differently.  We are instructed to pray for those who criticize 
us, and we are to bless them, not only because it’s right but also because we may learn something from them that will 
help us become better persons as well as draw others to who Jesus truly is!                      

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PRAYER REQUESTS ON BACK  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Participant Sermon & Homework Guide 

For the week of August 13th, 2017 
The Main Idea: You were called to not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing. 

Key Take Away’s from Sermon:  

*  

* 

* 

Opening Questions for Individual Study and/or LIFE group:                                                                                                                

• “Life is 10% of your circumstances and 90% of how you react to them” Agree or Disagree? Thoughts?  
• “Growing older is no excuse for growing up” Agree or Disagree? Thoughts? 

Key Passage: 1 Peter 3:8-12 

• Read I Peter 3:8, Acts 3:19, and Romans 8:11. How should Christians live in Community?  
 

• Read I Peter 3:9a. How are Christians called to respond to evil?  What does it mean to give a Blessing? 
What does it mean when it says we are Called? 
  

• Read I Peter 3:9b. How do Christians Inherit a Blessing?  What does it mean to Inherit?  
 

• Read I Peter 3:10-12 and Psalm 34. What are your thoughts and feelings in hearing that God rewards the 
righteous and opposes those who do evil? 

                                      
Read 1 Peter 3:8-12 again (see below) BUT circle, underline, and/or highlight key words or phrases that 
emphasize what you have learned from this study.  

1 Peter 3:8-12 (NIV)  
3:8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate 
and humble.  
9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that 
you may inherit a blessing.  
10 For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from 
deceitful speech.  
11 He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it.  
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the 
Lord is against those who do evil."  

Application, Reflection, and Response:  You were called to not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but 
with blessing.  Anyone you need to BLESS this week?  If so, what could you do?  When will you do it?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________
PRAYER REQUESTS ON BACK  
 



 

 
 


