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Participants Homework Guide 
For the week of November 19, 2017 

The Main Idea:  
• Thank God IN every Circumstance not FOR every Circumstance 
• Thank God IN Everything not FOR Everything 

Talk it Over 
• Make a list of the huge events that have taken place around the world in the past two months 

 What are the worst and best circumstances you have ever had to face? 

 How did you handle yourself during those times? Thankful?  Bitter? Angry? Distant? Reclusive? 

 

Key Questions:  
 Read Luke 22:15-19.  What is Jesus giving thanks for? 
 

 Jesus’ prayer expanded.  Read this out loud and look up the passages. 
“Thank you, Father, that my body, symbolized by this bread, is about to be brutally broken and I am about to be 
(momentarily) damned by your wrath (Isaiah 53:10) so that you will receive supreme glory in being able to 
forgive undeserving sinners (Philippians 2:11) and I will share eternally full joy (John 15:11; Psalm 16:11) with 
hundreds of millions of forgiven sinners made righteous through my sacrifice (Isaiah 53:11).” 
*Jesus could be thankful for his present circumstance because of what future circumstances would be brought 
about for us. 

 
 Read Hebrews 12:2.  How did Jesus get through the cross? 

 

 And what is your future joy? The very best possible future you could ever imagine.  Look up passages and be 
encouraged.  (this is a partial list) 
 You will have the free gift of complete forgiveness for all your sins extending into forever. Romans 6:23 

 You will never have to prove you are justified by keeping the law. Galatians 2:16 

 You will have all your real needs provided while on earth. Philippians 4:19 

 You will receive all the grace you need at all times so that you will abound in every good work God has for you. 2 
Corinthians 9:8 

 God will complete the good work he began in you. Philippians 1:6 

 You will be raised from the dead and never, ever die again. 1 Corinthians 15:52–53 

 When you die you will see Jesus, be with him, and be like him. 2 Corinthians 5:8, John 3:2 

 In that day you will know for the first time full, unpolluted joy. Psalm 16:11 

 You will be completely free from all bondage and decay. Romans 8:21 

 You will have God forever as your exceeding joy. 1 Peter 3:18, Psalm 43:4 

 
 Read John 16:33, Hebrews 4:15.  What does Jesus promise and what example has he set? 

 
 Read 2 Corinthians 4:17.    If the future joy Jesus promises is real and you believe him, there is no circumstance 

that can steal your thanksgiving.   In fact, the trouble that you endure has a purpose: in it you are displaying the 
reality of Jesus to the world in a unique way.  Discuss the statement below.  Agree or disagree? 
“The kingdom of God is most clearly shown on earth when Christians gratefully suffer present trouble because 
they see a future weight of glory coming that makes everything this world throws at them as “light momentary 
afflictions” in comparison.” Jon Bloom   

 
Next Steps: 

• Life is full of give and take.  Today I will choose to give thanks and take nothing for granted 

• Jesus got through the cross by not focusing on the cross but on the promised joy that would result 

from it.  How can you fix your eyes on Jesus this week? 

PRAYER REQUESTS  


