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Life Group Homework Guide     For the week of April 29th, 2018     Got Questions – Part 3 
GROUND RULES 

1. Bible is the Word of God – Whenever it speaks clearly, we will take a stand.  
2. If the Bible does not speak clearly to the subject, we will look for principles to apply.  
3. Some of the answers given may make you mad and upset and you may want to leave the church.  Let me encourage you 

not to leave but first make an appointment with one of the pastors or elders to talk through the issue that you are having.   
Questions: 

1. I have a question regarding transgender and how to respond as Christians to them  
2. Are there more than 2 sexes?  Some people feel they are born the wrong sex and it's perfectly normal to get surgery 

just like if your knee needed surgery. Is that normal?  
3. What is the churches opinion on transgender and gay people and how should Christians respond ? 
4. Is Homosexuality and/or Transgender in conflict with the church? 
5. Can I continue to be a partner of the church while being supportive of my teenaged transgender child? By supportive I 

mean... refer to them as their chosen gender, assist them in their transition after LENGTHY, GRUELING medical & 
psychological evaluations and, of course, the obvious unconditional LOVE no matter what that comes with the whole 
parenting gig.  

6. Is it possible to be born the “wrong sex”? 
7. What do I do if my child comes ‘out’ as gay, transsexual, bisexual? 

 
1. Are you willing to surrender to God no matter what he says? Read Matthew 16:24 

• He is God we are not.  He is the creator and we are the created being.  So whatever He asks of me am I willing to do?  If you 
really disagree with an issue that God has would you still be willing to surrender to him? 

• If you answer is “Yes but I’m going to struggle.”  To you I say welcome to the party. I would like to take a black highlighter to 
some of the bible that I don’t like. 
 

2. Tim, wouldn’t be easier and safer to not deal with cultural issues and just preach the bible stuff?  Read Acts 20:27-31 

• Yes it would. Paul warns that savage wolves will come into this place, he said that people you know and people you trust 
will take the truth and distort it.  They will take the truth of God and bend it in such a way to align with their cultural truths.  
We wish that it was a simple of just proclaiming the word to God; but from time we have stop in our proclamation and warn 
you about some things. 
 

3. Does Christianity have any Good News for those struggling with Sexual Identity? 

• Tradition says the gender is shaped by our biology but increasingly now our biology has nothing to do with gender identity. 

• Transgender is different than Homosexuality even though there are overlapping issues, both deal with how they identify 
themselves sexually. 

• Transgender is Dysphoria which is a profound state of unease or dissatisfaction, unpleased with what you are 

• Homosexuality is about who you want to go to bed with. Transgender is about who you want to go to bed as.  
 “Gender is not about what’s between your legs but what’s between your ears.”  Chaz Bono 

• It’s not to do with your body it what to do with your mind.  

3 Pieces to this issue that we can speak to as Christians. 
1. Brokenness – Read Romans 8:20-21, Matthew 9:4, 11-12 

• Creation is broken, it is not right.  It is subjected to futility.  The world is not right as a consequence and a demonstration 
that we are not right.  

• We are all broken, we are all subjected to the frustration and so our bodies, like creation, none of our bodies work properly.  

• All of us have some kind of brokenness.  Health issues, body image issues, body dysphoria.  We are out of sync with God. 
We are out of sync with our bodies 

• Matthew 9:4, 11-14 - Some are Eunuchs, BORN THAT WAY.  Some are born without the full anatomical kit you would 
expect them to have for their biological sex. God created – Male and Female.  Some are born with abnormalities 

• Both of these are true.  And we need to hold them together.  That the presence of Eunuchs, of some abnormalities doesn’t 
mean that God has not made us male or female.  Nor does the fact that God has made us male and female that there are 
not complications or difficulties.   

2.  Identity - Read Romans 1:21, Ephesians 4:18 

• We are not good at understand who and what we are.  Our hearts and minds do not work properly either  

• Is Paul that the Transsexual/homosexual/etc are darkened, hardened and futile?  NO, HE IS SAYING WE ALL ARE.  

• The only identity that will fit is the one that God gave us because he is the one that made us. Read Psalm 139:13-14 

• That identity includes our body and the biological sex he has made us as.  



2 | P a g e  
 

• Culture today sees our bodies as incidental and accidental. But we see in scripture that that is not the case.   

• God did mean to make you as you.   

• Therefore, HE DID MEAN for you to have the body that you have.  

• That doesn’t mean your body is going to be easy, but it does mean it is not an accident. It is not a random clump of flesh 
that you have to carry around.  

Our bodies are broken but so is our thinking and our perception.  How we feel about our bodies is not a guide to truth. 

• Illustration:  Young girl who has severe anorexia. She is dangerously thin but believes herself to be grotesquely fat. She is 
refusing to eat.  So how are you going to counsel this girl as a friend, a parent? 
Option A: You are going to be LOVING so you are going to affirm how she feels about her body no matter.  That is HOW SHE 
FEELS, who are you to tell her otherwise. 
Option B: You are going to be LOVING so you are going to do everything in your power to convince her of the truth that she 
is not fat but that her mind is wrong. 

• Is it loving to affirm how she feels about her body no matter how sincerely she feels it?  

• There is not one of us that would tell this young girl that she was right in her thinking, that she is fat and you keep living 
your life the way you are living.  No, you would do whatever you could to try to help her in the way her thinking is not true. 

 
3. Christianity has a Unique Understanding Of Hope.  Read Romans 8:22-23, Colossians 1:22, Romans 12:1-2, John 8:1-11 

• The problems that we have with our bodies are never going to be solved by our bodies. It is a sign that our bodies need to 
be redeemed. 

• If you are looking for your body to fulfill you or looking for your body to make life feel ok then you are headed for 
disappointment.   

• The hope for our brokenness is what Jesus went through, which was ultimate brokenness.  Colossians 1:22 

• There is not one who has suffered so much in his body than Jesus, whose very body was something that people 
couldn’t look at (body image).  

• There was no greater dysphoria than he who had never sinned became sin for us. The ultimate experience of being in 
the wrong flesh.   

• Jesus had to own in his body all the sin, all the wrong of each one of us. All of our sin, all of our brokenness and all of its 
consequences.  

• We realize that our bodies are no longer identified by what we do with them or by what others have done too them. They 
are now identified by what Jesus has done for them. Romans 12:1-2.  Therefore we offer OUR BODIES to God as a living 
sacrifice trusting them to him. 

• Illustration:  A young man askes me,  “Why would God make me gay then?” 
Great question and I believe God gave me an answer, one that I had never thought of before.  I answered his question with 
a question,  “Is it possible that you see yourself as someone that has no attraction to the opposite sex therefore you 
interpret that to mean that you must be gay and therefore must find fulfillment in living out the gay lifestyle.  Could it be 
possible that you have misinterpreted the fact that you don’t have attraction to the opposite sex not as a declaration you 
must be gay but because God made you that way in order that you would not have the hinderances of a spouse, children 
and securing their welfare, but can now devote yourself fully to building the Kingdom of God?”  I would love to tell you that 
he looked at me and said, “You’re right.”  But what did happen was that he stopped, he thought and had nothing else to 
say. 

CONCLUSION: Does Christianity have any Good News for those struggling with Sexual Identity? 
All of us struggle with something, all of it has the same affect with our relationship with God.   

• All of us are broken.   

• All of us have wrong thinking. 

• There is hope through Jesus Christ physical body is how our bodies will be redeemed.  

• The hope for our brokenness is what Jesus went through on the cross, ultimate brokenness.   
So the question still remains to be answered. 

Are you willing to surrender to God no matter what he says? 
Matthew 16:24 (NIV)  
(24) "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

 
Prayer Requests: 
 


